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ANIMALS   IN  THE   MAKING

The length of time which the higher animals take in the making
seems largely to depend upon the size and number in relation to the
parent. A hen's egg will hatch in twenty-one days, a swan's egg
requires twice as many. A man spends nine months between conception
and birth, a long time in consideration of his size, for only about twice
this period suffices to bring forth the largest land mammals like the
elephant and the giraffe. The Kodiak Island bear, almost as large as
the biggest ox, produces twins, each no bigger than a rat.

As a general rule small mammals, like the mouse and hedgehog
shrew of Madagascar, bring forth big families at an early age. Their
progeny similarly mature early, but their lives are very short. The
higher a mammal's ultimate development, and the longer its life, the
more extended must be the time spent in Nature's factory.
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FOOD AND FEEDING
WHATEVER the nature of an animal, its food is derived directly or
indirectly from plants. Even such creatures as the lion and tiger,
which one seldom sees eating anything but meat, derive such vital
matters as carbon, oxygen and hydrogen at second-hand from their
herbivorous prey. The lion, like die domestic cat, is not above eating
grass for its stomach's sake, and in the wild frequendy eats the ready
peptonized grass contained in the paunches of grazing animals. Protein,
which figures in the first necessities, is derived more from flesh than
vegetables, which largely accounts for the greater bulk of food most
rigid vegetarians must eat in order to keep die body machine running.
MANY   MODES  OF   BATING
Eating, like life itself, began as a comparatively simple matter.
A one-celled animal, like the amoeba, found both in soil and water,
literally " surrounds " its food. Assuming the most grotesque shapes,
it flows round some food particle until the foreign body appears as an
integral part of itself. Such primitive creatures as the chalk-forming
animals and the sponges feed by wafting food atoms into themselves by
restlessly waving hairs, and this method of feeding has been generally
adopted far up die animal scale.
It is the accepted mode of feeding with innumerable larval animals,
advanced organisms like various aquatic worms, oysters and clams,
and the mysterious lancelet, a glassy marine animal about an inch long
with the first foreshadowings or the central nerve cord seen in
vertebrates.
GARDEN   SNAIL   WITH   14,175   TEETH
Teeth, as we understand them, were a late development in
of animal life. Their work was, and still is, done amongst i
by many other means.   A beetle's, ant's or lobster's teeth